
practice. 
As with all practices, Dr. Neal’s practice is focused on 
providing patients the best possible results; the 
implementation of Toric lenses has helped them 
accomplish that.  When Dr. Neal first heard about the 
Toric lens in a press release, he said he felt relieved 
and thought, “Finally! There is a product available for 
patients with astigmatism, to help them achieve 
better vision.”  His practice has been implanting the 

The Toric Tour takes us back to lovely California, to a 
multispecialty practice in the city of Anaheim.  This 
practice includes 4 ophthalmologists, 2 
optometrists, and 22 staff members that see 
approximately 1200 patients every year.  The 
ophthalmologist showing us around today is Dr. 
Neal, a corneal Lasik surgeon who has 10 years of 
experience, nine of which have been at this 
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Toric lens ever since and currently implants Toric 
lenses in almost 90% of their astigmatic cataract 
patients (about 40% of their total patients). 

When patients are referred to this practice for 
cataract surgery, they first receive information in 
the mail about the surgery and their lens options.  
When arriving for their first appointment, their 
initial measurements are taken by the staff and 
then by an ophthalmologist.  Dr. Neal ensures 
that every member of the staff has a working 
knowledge of the Toric lens and is familiar with 
the lens options the practice offers.  The staff has 
witnessed firsthand how the Toric lens can 
provide excellent results to astigmatic cataract 
patients, and they make sure that patients who 
could benefit from Toric are aware of it. 

patients are carefully evaluated for a Toric 
lens.  Measurements must be conducted 
precisely, in order for the surgeon to choose 
the correct lens power to help the patient 
receive the best surgical results.  Once it is 
clear that an astigmatic cataract patient is a 
good fit for a Toric lens, the staff and doctor 
thoroughly explain why Toric is an 
appropriate choice, how it could uniquely 
address the patient’s individual needs 
compared to other lens options, and why it 
is important for them to receive it.  To better 
illustrate to patients how astigmatism is 
affecting their vision, Dr. Neal holds up 
several oversized lenses to their eyes to 
demonstrate the difference in their vision 
with a Toric lens versus a non-Toric lens. 

Dr. Neal wholeheartedly recommends the 
inclusion of Toric at every practice.  “Using 
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“Using the Toric lens is not beyond any surgeon's capabilities. 
However, the surgeon must understand how important it is to 

treat astigmatism.” -Dr. Neal

the Toric lens is not beyond any 
surgeon’s capabilities.  However, the 
surgeon must understand how 
important it is to treat astigmatism.  
For a long time there was no good 
treatment for astigmatism, and 
surgeons weren’t trained on how 
much astigmatism was affecting their 
patient’s vision.  Now the technology is 
available to help the surgeon detect 
and accurately measure it, and it is not 
difficult to learn.  If a little effort is put 
in by the doctor, then the results can 
be great.”  He concluded that the 
easiest way to start using the Toric lens 
is to “just dive in and do it.”  Dr. Neal 
believes that once surgeons begin 
using Toric lenses, they will enjoy the 
results and the benefits for both the 
practice and patients. 

This newsletter is sponsored by Alcon Laboratories, Inc. The surgeon featured in this newsletter has received compensation from Alcon Laboratories, Inc. for his contributions.
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“Measurements must be conducted 
accurately in order for the surgeon to 

choose the correct lens power to help the 
patient receive the best surgical results.” 

-Dr. Neal

Dr. Neal reinforced the importance of establishing 
and maintaining trust with patients, as patients look 
to their healthcare team to provide them with the 
best options for their vision.  As a community 
practice, the surgeons at this office follow their 
patients for years and build a relationship with 
anyone who has receives their care and attention.  
Dr. Neal feels that when patients trust their surgeon, 
they are confident that they are being offered an 
excellent option for their vision.  This practice also 
has a surgical counselor on staff who speaks with 
patients; this conversation provides yet another 
opportunity for the patient to become familiar with 
their lens options, and seamlessly introduce the 
topic of payment plans. 

Despite the large number of potential Toric 
candidates at this practice, all astigmatic cataract 
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CAUTION: 
Federal (USA) law restricts this device to the sale by or on the order of a physician.

INDICATIONS:
The AcrySof® IQ Toric posterior chamber intraocular lenses are intended for primary implantation in the 
capsular bag of the eye for visual correction of aphakia and pre-existing corneal astigmatism secondary to 
removal of a cataractous lens in adult patients with or without presbyopia, who desire improved uncorrected 
distance vision, reduction of residual refractive cylinder and increased spectacle independence for distance 
vision.

WARNING/PRECAUTION:
Careful preoperative evaluation and sound clinical judgment should be used by the surgeon to decide the 
risk/benefit ratio before implanting a lens in a patient with any of the conditions described in the Directions 
for Use labeling. Toric IOLs should not be implanted if the posterior capsule is ruptured, if the zonules are 
damaged, or if a primary posterior capsulotomy is planned. Rotation can reduce astigmatic correction; if 
necessary lens repositioning should occur as early as possible prior to lens encapsulation. All viscoelastics 
should be removed from both the anterior and posterior sides of the lens; residual viscoelastics may allow
the lens to rotate. 

Optical theory suggest, that, high astigmatic patients (i.e. > 2.5 D) may experience spatial distortions.  
Possible toric IOL related factors may include residual cylindrical error or axis misalignments. Prior to surgery, 
physicians should provide prospective patients with a copy of the Patient Information Brochure available 
from Alcon for this product informing them of possible risks and benefits associated with the AcrySof® IQ 
Toric Cylinder Power IOLs. 

Studies have shown that color vision discrimination is not adversely affected in individuals with the AcrySof® 
Natural IOL and normal color vision. The effect on vision of the AcrySof® Natural IOL in subjects with 
hereditary color vision defects and acquired color vision defects secondary to ocular disease (e.g., glaucoma, 
diabetic retinopathy, chronic uveitis, and other retinal or optic nerve diseases) has not been studied. Do not 
resterilize; do not store over 45° C; use only sterile irrigating solutions such as BSS® or BSS PLUS® Sterile 
Intraocular Irrigating Solutions. 

ATTENTION:
Reference the Directions for Use labeling for a complete listing of indications, warnings and precautions.

AcrySof® IQ Toric Intraocular Lenses 
Important Product Information
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